






 Panther stadium. The board will again have to  
weigh final plans after a detailed environmental  
study that examines the objections of many  
neighbors.  
 
Peninsula High and Palos Verdes High - the  
district's other secondary campus - are the only  
large schools in the South Bay that lack stadium  
lighting. Because of that, they must hold  
afternoon games, which cannot be attended by  
many parents and fellow students with busy  
after-school schedules.  
 
Recognized nationally for its academics,  
Peninsula High did not win a single football  
game last season. That has contributed to a  
decline in school spirit that could be reversed by  
the news about the lights, Associated Student  
Body President Michele Charles said.  
 
"Everyone just thought it was a dream that would  
never happen," said Charles, whose student  
council group organizes a cheering section  
known as "The Zoo."  
 
"Everyone at school is going to be completely  
excited for this."  
 
District staff and board President Dora de la  
Rosa repeatedly emphasized that Thursday's  
vote was preliminary - an approval of the project  
in concept that allows the committee to begin a  
capital campaign, per board policy.  
 
"A final decision is yet to come and, in the  
interim, there will be lots of review," de la Rosa  

said Friday.  
 
Asked about residents' concerns that they had  
not been notified about the proposal - except in  
some cases by the city of Rancho Palos Verdes -  
de la Rosa said the district will hold public  
hearings "that will be publicized and people will  
be made aware."  
 
Without conceptual approval of the lighting  
plans, "the issue wasn't ripe yet" for notification,  
she said.  
 
Some neighbors said they had not been given  
sufficient time to prepare a case against the  
lights. But they readily offered their concerns  
about noise, glare, traffic and parking, and the  
"element" that night games would bring to The  
Hill from competing schools.  
 
(Peninsula and Palos Verdes high schools are in  
the CIF Southern Section Bay League, along with  
Leuzinger High of Lawndale, Mira Costa High in  
Manhattan Beach, Redondo Union High, and  
Torrance's West High.)  
 
MacLeay told the board Thursday that state-of- 
the-art lights and a new sound system will mean  
no glare and less noise than is created by  
existing broken speakers.  
 
New revenue from increased stadium attendance  
- estimated at up to $50,000 in a regular season  
with five homes games - will pay for security to  
deal with traffic, she said. Peninsula Center has  
agreed to provide overflow parking.  
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But residents who live nearby - mostly in Rancho  
Palos Verdes homes that largely surround the  
Rolling Hills Estates campus - are skeptical. And  
they believe the lights, if installed, will end up  
being used far more than five times per year.  
 
One Rancho Palos Verdes resident who said he  
had lived across from the school for more than  
four decades worried about the change that  
night games would bring.  
 
"For 44 years, we have the drill team practice,  
the band practice, countless athletic events. But  
that's OK with us. It's a high school," he said.  
"One very, very important fact is for 44 years,  
when the sun goes down, the kids go home."  
 
In her presentation to the board, MacLeay noted  
that the homeowners had chosen to purchase  
houses near a high school.  
 
"These are not people we will ever please. And ...  
they are few," MacLeay said.  
 
Laura de Jesus, a resident of nearby Silver Arrow  
Drive who said night games would alter the  
area's "rural character," countered that lights  
were likewise supported by a narrow selection of  
locals.  
 
"This proposal was put before the board by a  
very small group of people. They're all here," de  
Jesus said. "I do not believe the entire community  
should suffer because of a ... small group."  
 

melissa.pamer@dailybreeze.com 
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Stadium lights gets first round of approval 
 
By Mary Scott, Peninsula News 
Thursday, July 29, 2010 10:36 AM PDT 

With a 5-0 vote, the Board of Education last Thursday night approved “limited” fundraising to develop plans 
for stadium lights at Peninsula High School in Rolling Hills Estates, to the cheers of supporters and 
disappointment of opponents of the project. 
 
“This is not the final approval on the project,” board member Larry Vanden Bos told opponents after the 
vote. 
 
The Palos Verdes Peninsula High School Stadium Lights Steering Committee has proposed adding four 80-
foot-tall light poles along the length of the PENHI football field, as well as a new state-of-the-art sound 
system. 
 
The board’s action on Thursday night only allowed the steering committee to raise money to develop the 
stadium plans, prepare necessary documents and arrive at a final estimate for the cost of installation, which 
could run between $502,000 and $546,000. 
 
Before the board gives the committee final approval, it must mitigate the issues raised by Rancho Palos 
Verdes residents who live at the school’s borders, as well as those of the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified 
School District. And, said the district’s attorney, Andreas Chialtas, residents must be able to participate in 
public hearings regarding the matter. 
 
“The idea is to make sure everybody is heard, and there will be a time and place for that,” Chialtas said. 
“This is not the final say.” 
 
But for residents, it already seemed like the “final say” before the vote was cast. 
 
During a two-hour public hearing, resident Kris Rhoads asked the board not to approve the “limited” capital 
campaign. 
 
“Moving forward with fundraising is essentially a greenlight for the project … We all support the schools; we 
all support the community,” she said. “We just want the chance to enjoy our homes.” 
 
Although a lot of issues have been brought up — crime, traffic, parking and glare — the major issue that 
concerns residents is the noise, from both the sound system and the crowd. 
 
One resident said he is “bombarded” by noise during the school’s daytime activities. 
 
“Enduring it at night will be brutal,” he added. 
 
Another resident told board members a Pop Warner group woke him up one Sunday morning when someone 
blasted the song “Highway to Hell” through the loud speaker. 
 
“What are the decibels of the sound system?” asked neighbor Alan Soderberg. “Also, [the night games] will 
be bringing a lot more people; what’s the decibel of a crowd?” 
 
Soderberg asked the board to postpone its vote until an accurate study of the noise level is done. He asked 
that it address parking, as the offer by the Peninsula Shopping Center is “provisional.” 
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Michelle McKinnie, Peninsula Center’s general manager, wrote in a letter to the board stating she will 
“consider” providing overflow parking, keeping visitors off of residential streets. 
 
“We believe that providing lights for the high school stadium would greatly enhance attendance at Peninsula 
High School football games,” she wrote. “We believe this increase in attendance also will increase revenue 
generated to our tenants at the Peninsula Center and to [the] Peninsula community.” 
 
Residents were able to see a PowerPoint presentation at the July 19 RPV City Council meeting, but that 
presentation was not repeated at the school board meeting. However, committee Chairwoman Nina 
MacLeay, PENHI football coach Kevin Moen and the committee’s lighting consultant Alex Nikolakopulos 
provided a 20-minute overview. 
 
“We do not intend to provoke public controversy,” said Moen, also a member of the steering committee, 
adding that the issues concerning the residents have been addressed. 
 
Nikolakopulos told the board that the field has a natural buffer to mitigate the light, and new lighting 
technology will reduce the glare. The proposed placement of lights down the length of the field will not face 
residents. 
 
“Residents on Silver Arrow [Drive] will not look directly at lights, but the side of the light,” he said. 
 
The current speakers are problematic, MacLeay said. The committee has added to the proposal a new 
system, at an estimated cost of $25,000, to reduce the noise level by 30 percent at the stadium. 
 
“We are committed to resolving this problem,” she said. 
 
To that, one resident told board members, “I’m for [them] updating the speaker, but how will they control 
the student’s finger on the control?” 
 
MacLeay also addressed the crime issue. 
 
“Football games will be attended on the home side by Palos Verdes residents,” she said. “The visitor side will 
be attended by parents and fans of the athletes … The notion that a night game will undoubtedly bring crime 
is meritless and prejudgmental of those families outside of Palos Verdes … Those schools have been pleasant 
and welcoming hosts.” 
 
“My neighbors’ questions were answered by the steering committee,” said incoming freshman football player 
Garrett Nelson. Nelson, whose parents also spoke in support of the stadium lights, told board members that 
working parents could not attend afternoon games. 
 
“I want my dad to have the opportunity to share in my high school football career,” he said. 
 
One mother of four children in the School District said she was struck by the community’s reaction to Friday 
night games. 
 
“These people knowingly bought their home by the high school,” she said. “Now they demand a halt to 
activities.” 
 
The school was built after the houses came in, said resident Mary Schaal. 
 
“The neighborhood has been without lights since the inception of Rolling Hills High School, and students still 
got scholarships for sports.” 
 
Rolling Hills High opened in 1964. When the high schools consolidated in 1991, it was renamed Palos Verdes 
Peninsula High School. According to board President Dora de la Rosa, another group attempted in 1993 to 
install lights, but that effort failed. 
 
In October 2000, PENHI used temporary lights for its homecoming game. 
 
After the room cleared, the board also approved by a 5-0 vote “limited” fundraising by the PVPHS Swimming 
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Pool Steering Committee. 
 
mscott@pvnews.com 

 
Temporary stadium lights were put in for Peninsula High School’s homecoming game in October 2000. A 
group of parents have received approval to begin a “limited” fundraising campaign to develop a plan for 
permanent lights on the football field.  

Page 3 of 3Print Version

7/30/2010http://www.pvnews.com/articles/2010/07/29/local_news/news2.prt

, • a , .. _



 RHE council to weigh  
response to football  
lights plan 
 
By Melissa Pamer Staff Writer  
 
Posted: 08/08/2010 07:03:48 AM PDT 
 
Updated: 08/08/2010 10:29:17 PM PDT 
 
By Melissa Pamer Staff Writer  
 
The Rolling Hills Estates City Council on Tuesday  
will weigh a plan that would bring regular Friday  
night football games to the Palos Verdes  
Peninsula for the first time.  
 
It will be the third hearing in as many weeks for  
a proposal for stadium lighting at Palos Verdes  
Peninsula High School.  
 
Last month, the board of the Palos Verdes  
Peninsula Unified School District gave permission  
to a group of parents and alumni to begin private  
fundraising for the lights, giving the initial nod to  
a controversial proposal that has generated  
heated response from both critics and  
supporters.  
 
Tuesday's hearing is limited in scope, the city's  
planning director emphasized. The council is set  
to weigh whether to ask the school board to  
subject the lighting plan to city review.  
 

"The big issue is that a lot of people are going to  
come out in droves ... and use it as another f 
orum to state why they're for or against the  
lights. That's not the purpose of the meeting,"  
Planning Director David Wahba said.  
 
"If they're going to come, they should articulate  
their views on whether it should go through the  
city's process."  
 
Under state law, the school board could vote to  
exempt itself from local planning and zoning  
restrictions.  
 
That would leave the city with no control over  
most issues associated with the stadium  
improvements, such as traffic, noise, intensity  
and height of the lights, and the timing of  
 
games.  
 
The city would, however, have jurisdiction over  
an agreement between the Peninsula Stadium  
Lights Steering Committee and the nearby  
commercial Peninsula Center to provide overflow  
parking, Wahba said.  
 
With an insistently positive outlook, committee  
Chairwoman Nina MacLeay said she was not  
worried about the possibility that the city would  
restrict the now informal parking agreement.  
 
"I believe we'll work with the city and we'll come  
to a resolution that will benefit the high school  
and the retail business district of Rolling Hills  
Estates," MacLeay said.  
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She added that her group was committed to  
addressing community concerns.  
 
The Rancho Palos Verdes council also last month  
heard impassioned testimony on the lights,  
which would be located on the school's Rolling  
Hills Estates campus but would impact homes in  
the neighboring city.  
 
According to a city staff report prepared for  
Tuesday's meeting, eight homes in Rolling Hills  
Estates border the Peninsula High campus, with  
the Peninsula Center just across Hawthorne  
Boulevard.  
 
Want to go?  
 
What: Rolling Hills Estates City Council meeting  
to consider a response to the stadium lights plan  
for Palos Verdes Peninsula High  
 
When: 7:30 p.m. Tuesday  
 
Where: City Hall, 4045 Palos Verdes Drive North  
 
melissa.pamer@dailybreeze.com 
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 Rolling Hills Estates  
wants school district to  
use caution on Peninsula  
High lights 
 
By Melissa Pamer Staff Writer 
 
Posted: 08/11/2010 05:49:34 PM PDT 
 
Updated: 08/11/2010 06:12:56 PM PDT 
 
The city of Rolling Hills Estates wants the Palos  
Verdes Peninsula school district to proceed with  
caution on a proposal for football stadium  
lighting at a local high school.  
 
In the third hearing in three weeks for a plan to  
use private funds to erect lights at Peninsula  
High School, the City Council on Tuesday voted to  
ask the school board to perform an  
environmental review and deal with any concerns  
of neighbors.  
 
The Rancho Palos Verdes council last month took  
similar action, just two days before the board of  
the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School  
District voted to let a group of parents and  
alumni raise funds for the lights.  
 
Council members in Rolling Hills Estates stressed  
that they didn't "step on any toes," as Judy  
Mitchell put it. But they said city planning staff  
could provide experience in dealing with the  

issue.  
 
Under state law, the school board could vote to  
exempt the project at the Rolling Hills Estates  
campus from city review.  
 
The board has given only conceptual approval to  
the lighting proposal, along with the fundraising  
authorization.  
 
- Melissa Pamer  
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RHE encourages review of stadium light effects 
 
 
Thursday, August 12, 2010 3:12 PM PDT 

Board of Education may exempt itself from city 
 
zoning. 
 
By Rebecca Villaneda, Peninsula News 
 
RHE — It was the Rolling Hills Estates City Council’s turn to discuss Peninsula High School’s request to install 
two 80-foot-tall light poles on either side of the football field. The issue already has been broached at 
Rancho Palos Verdes City Council and Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District meetings. 
 
While PENHI is in RHE’s jurisdiction, the Board of Education can exempt itself from city zoning regulations by 
a two-third vote, according to city staff. 
 
The RHE City Council on Tuesday did not hear public testimony, but voted 4-0 to draft a letter to the school 
board urging that a full environmental review be conducted for the project and that all impacts be mitigated, 
regardless if the board chooses to exempt itself. Councilwoman Susan Seaman was absent. 
 
Council also will offer review from its planning department as an option to the school board, which would be 
responsible for the cost. 
 
“If the board does not exempt itself from RHE zoning requirements, Rolling Hills Estates would be the 
responsible agency,” said Principal Planner Niki Cutler. 
 
When Mayor John Addleman took a vote of proponents and opponents of the lights during the meeting, nine 
were for them and 24 were against. 
 
Said Councilman Steve Zuckerman, “I think it would be hard for the district to [have an outcome] in as 
balanced and as objective a manner as our city could. I would wholeheartedly encourage the district to bring 
this matter to us for our consideration.” 
 
Council members Judy Mitchell and Frank Zerunyan both were weary of “stepping on the school board’s 
toes” and added that they felt the board was fully capable of making the right decisions. 
 
“I presume they know their limitations and what they need to do. It’s their school. They have jurisdiction 
over it, clearly under the law, and it would be very difficult to dictate what they might or might not do,” 
Zerunyan said. “From my perspective, a letter from the city with respect to what we would like to occur is 
fine, but I’m not [going to] dictate or even make it an issue of something of how they might vote.” 
 
To date, the Peninsula High School Stadium Lights Steering Committee has been formed and the PVPUSD 
has granted it permission to raise limited funds in order to develop necessary plans, documentations and 
estimated costs for the lights. 
 
“They haven’t reached the merits of this issue,” Zerunyan said. “I think to presuppose or prejudge the 
committee, their work or the impacts of the lights, before a full public hearing … is really premature.” 
 
Mitchell agreed and said the issue of concern to her was the potential overflow parking, and moving it to the 
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Peninsula Shopping Center. 
 
Later in the evening, after discussion about the stadium lights was complete, a tenant from the shopping 
center presented a petition from other shop owners, including Pavilions and Pier 1 Imports opposing the 
parking. 
 
According to Director of Planning David Wahba, the Peninsula Shopping Center has a required number of 
parking spaces for its use. 
 
“For the School District, or anyone for that matter, to try and enter into a private agreement to encumber 
their parking — they have to run that through the city process,” he said. “The application would be [for] a 
variance because they don’t have extra parking to enter into a reciprocal parking agreement between the 
two uses.” 
 
Zuckerman said he hopes the school board takes a broader approach when weighing the options and 
considers the entire community. 
 
“It’s not a question if [we are for or against Friday night games]; it’s a question of how,” he said. “So that if 
Friday night games happen, they happen in a way that’s been considered and is as respectful as possible of 
all of the participants, so that whatever the outcome is, no one feels that they’ve been slipped by because of 
procedural entitlements.” 
 
Added Addleman, “If the project comes to our city’s process, there will be a public hearing and that will be 
the appropriate time to testify about the merits of the project.” 
 
rvillaneda@pvnews.com 
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Staff Report 
City of Rolling Hills Estates 

 
 
 

 
DATE:  AUGUST 10, 2010 
 
TO:  MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
   
FROM:  DAVID WAHBA, PLANNING DIRECTOR   

NIKI CUTLER, AICP, PRINCIPAL PLANNER 
 
SUBJECT: PROPOSAL FOR STADIUM LIGHTING AT PALOS VERDES PENINSULA HIGH 

SCHOOL 
 
OVERVIEW 
 
The purpose of this report is to discuss issues related to a proposal for stadium lighting at Palos 
Verdes Peninsula High School and request direction from the City Council. 
 
BACKGROUND
 
A Peninsula Stadium Lights Steering Committee has been established to pursue a proposal to 
install stadium lighting at Palos Verdes Peninsula High School (PVPHS).  PVPHS is located 
within the City of Rolling Hills Estates in the I (Institutional) Zone.  The proposal includes the 
installation of two 80’-high light poles on either side of the football field (for a total of four poles) 
at roughly the 15 yard lines.  Each light pole would have twelve light fixtures (lumineres) 
mounted on them for a total of 48 light fixtures.  The Steering Committee indicates that the 
lighting is desired to increase revenue to support athletic and other school programs via ticket 
sales and concessions, to increase the ability for parents and other adults to attend games 
given that games are currently held in the afternoon when many are working, to increase 
scheduling flexibility for sports such as lacrosse and soccer, to enhance community spirit, and to 
permit CIF games to be played at PVPHS.  It is envisioned that the lights would be used for five 
night football games a year and two CIF games if the team is in the playoffs.   
 
Properties located in the City that are adjacent to PVPHS include eight homes on Via De La 
Vista and commercial properties in the Peninsula Center Commercial District.  Otherwise, the 
school property is bordered by homes in the City of Rancho Palos Verdes.   
 
A letter was received by the City expressing concern for the proposal as included herein as 
Attachment 1.  The letter identifies potential environmental impacts of the proposed lighting and 
a desire for thorough environmental review.   
 
Importantly, although the property is located within the City, the school board can exempt itself 
from City zoning regulations subject to a 2/3 majority vote pursuant to Section 53094(b) of the 
California Government Code.  Should the project be submitted to the City for review, a Special 
Use Permit would be required given the intensity of the lighting and that the light poles are 
greater than the 12’-high maximum provided for in Section 17.42.030 of the Municipal Code.    
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Unless the Board identifies and utilizes an applicable exemption pursuant to the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), an environmental document would be required for the 
project. Assuming that the Board does not pursue an exemption,  an Initial Study would need to 
be prepared to determine the correct environmental document for the project (i.e., a Negative 
Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration or Environmental Impact Report).   
 
The lighting proposal was presented to staff this past April, and the City Managers of Rancho 
Palos Verdes and Rolling Hills Estates were notified by the Superintendent of Palos Verdes 
Peninsula Unified School District (PVPUSD) that the Board of Education had received a 
presentation form the Steering Committee on June 24, 2010.  Public comment regarding the 
item was heard before the City Council of the City of Rancho Palos Verdes on July 20, 2010.  
Materials related to the review of the issue by the City of Rancho Palos Verdes are included 
herein as Attachment 2 for information of the Council.  The City Council of the City of Rancho 
Palos Verdes took the following action: 
 
1. Prepare a letter to PVPUSD, asking the District to mitigate all impacts related to stadium 

lighting and nighttime use to less-than-significant levels; 
 
2. Prepare a letter to PVPUSD, asking the District to submit this proposal to full zoning and 

environmental review through the City of Rolling Hills Estates discretionary permit 
process; and 

 
3. (That staff) attend the July 22, 2010 PVPUSD Board meeting and continue to monitor 

this proposal. 
 
This letter from the City of Rancho Palos Verdes to the PVPUSD Board is provided herein as 
Attachment 3.   
 
The PVPUSD Board held a meeting regarding the item on July 22, 2010.  After public testimony, 
the Board voted to authorize the PVPHS Steering Committee to raise limited funds in order to 
development necessary plans, documentation, and estimated costs for the installation of 
stadium lights at PVPHS.  This was the next step in the process of review for the proposed 
stadium lights pursuant to Section 3290.1 of the PVPUSD Administrative Regulations (see 
Attachment 4).  Staff at the PVPUSD indicates that, in general, a period of 3-4 months could 
elapse before the Steering Committee would complete fundraising efforts and be back before 
the board to present architectural documents.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Staff believes that it is appropriate for an environmental document to be prepared for the 
project.  Therefore, staff believes that it would be appropriate for the City to send a letter to the 
Board encouraging that the appropriate environmental document be prepared and that all 
impacts be mitigated regardless of whether or not the Board chooses to exempt itself from the 
City’s zoning.  Staff would like direction from the Council on whether or not the letter should 
include a request for the project to be submitted for Special Use Permit review.  The advantage 
of having the project submitted for Special Use Permit review would be greater control over the 
use of the lights including, but not limited to, the number of times a year and hours that they 
may be used, the type and number of fixtures, requirements related to speaker noise, 
requirements for parking overflow, etc.   
 
Staff and the City Attorney believe that the Board would retain lead agency status for the 
environmental document regardless of whether or not the project is submitted for Special Use 
Permit review.  The City would be a responsible agency if the Board does not exempt itself from 
the City’s zoning requirements.  The City would be in a position to provide comment on the 
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project during public comment review periods for the environmental document whether or not it 
is a responsible agency.  
 
One further issue for consideration is related to the parking of overflow vehicles.  The Steering 
Committee has indicated that the Peninsula Shopping Center has agreed to allow their parking 
lot to be used for overflow parking during games.  The City Attorney believes that the City can 
enforce the conditions of approval for the Peninsula Shopping Center, which may impact the 
Center’s ability to enter into such an agreement and/or the terms and conditions of such an 
agreement.  Any letter written to the Board should indicate the City’s position that any such 
agreement would require City input and review.  
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
Staff recommends that the City Council discuss the issues and direct staff as appropriate. 
 
Exhibits 
 
Attached 
1. Comment Letter Received by the City 
2. Materials from City of Rancho Palos Verdes July 20, 2010 Meeting 
3. Letter from City of Rancho Palos Verdes to PVPUSD Board 
4. Section 3290.1 of the PVPUSD Administrative Regulations 
 
8.10.10 (2) cm.doc 
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Palos Verdes Peninsula
Unified School District
August 9, 2010

Ms. Carolyn Lehr, City Manager
City of Rancho Palos Verdes
30940 Hawthorne Boulevard
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-5391

Re: Possible Stadium Lighting at
Palos Verdes Peninsula High School

Dear Ms. Lehr:

RECEIVED
AUG 10 2010

PLANNING
CODE EN:~R'LCD'NG AND

EflAENT

Board of Education

Dora M. de la Rosa
President

Barbara Lucky
Vice President

Malcolm S. Sharp
Clerk

AnthonyColJatos
Member

Larry Vanden Bos
Member

Please accept this in response to the correspondence dated July 21 , 2010, of
the City of Rancho Palos Verdes related to the possible Palos Verdes
Peninsula High School stadium lighting project.

During the District's School Board meeting of July 22, 2010, the Peninsula
Stadium Lights Steering Committee presented its conceptual plan for the
project, and the School Board heard testimony from proponents and
opponents of the proposed stadium lights concept. At the conclusion of the
agenda item, the School Board approved the concept presented, thereby
allowing for the initiation of the capital campaign. Should fundraising
commence for the proposed project and be of success, the Peninsula
Stadium Lights Steering Committee will be required to present the School
Board with completed project plans necessary for State approvals, as well as
the processes dictated by the School Board and existing Board policy. The
School Board has adopted its capital campaign policy for a reason, and shall
follow a sound process that ensures the School Board can make decisions
that are best for its students, schools, and the community.

Regarding the various points addressed in the City's correspondence, please
note the following:

• The District is aware of the positions expressed by this proposed
project's opponents and proponents, and understands the
concerns raised to date. While it is too soon for the School Board
to have made a decision related to the California Environmental
Quality Act, including any possible categorical or statutory
exemption from CEQA or any proposed level of project review
under CEQA, the District will undoubtedly comply with all
applicable law and welcomes input from the community and that
of interested agencies, including the City of Rancho Palos Verdes
and City of Rolling Hills Estates. The environmental impacts of
the proposed project will be assessed.

20100809 Leller to City 01 RPV re Stadium Lighting



Ms. Carolyn Lehr, City Manager
City of Rancho Palos Verdes

Page 2 of 2
August 9, 2010

• The District is also aware of its options with respect to zoning
regulations. Applicable law related to school district autonomy
and school district's option to exempt its projects from zoning
requirements are valid, and the District will make a determination
on this issue at an appropriate time, assuming the project moves
forward. The District respectfully reminds the City that the District
is a wholly separate entity and that while the District appreciates
suggestions and the City's perspective, the District is entirely
capable of making sound decisions and ensuring successful
facilities projects. The District would like to make clear that pUblic
input and transparency involving the District's future approvals, if
any, should be presumed.

• Regarding the issue of parking, the District assumes that the
proposed project will address all parking related issues, and the
District encourages coordination with all appropriate agencies on
such issues.

• With respect to the City's final point related to observing the
proposed project's environmental impacts, again, environmental
impacts of the proposed project will be assessed.

The District thanks the City for its perspective. We hope this response helps
reassure those interested in this proposed project that the District will follow
sound practices with respect to capital campaign facilities projects.

Sincerely, ')

tAJtuJc, tA-J~
Walker Williams
Superintendent of Schools

c: School Board Members (5)
Pearl lizuka, Deputy Superintendent, PVPUSD
Andreas Chialtas, Atkinson, Andelson, Loya, Ruud &Ramo
RPV City Council Members (5)
Mayor Stefan Wolowicz
Carol Lynch, City Attorney, RPV
Joel Rojas, Community Development Director
Kit Fox, Associate Planner
Doug Prichard, City Manager, City of Rolling Hills Estates
Nina MacLeay, Chair, Peninsula Stadium Lights Steering Committee
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August 13,2010

THE CITY OF

ROLLING HILLS ESTATES
4045 PALOS VERDES DRIVE NORTH • ROLLING HILLS ESTATES, CA 90274

TELEPHONE 310.377.1577 FAX 310.377.4468
www.ci.Rolling-Hills-Estates.ca.us

Superintendent Walker Williams
Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District
375 Via Almar
Palos Verdes Estates, CA 90274

Re: Proposal for Stadium Lighting at Palos Verdes Peninsula High School

Dear Superintendent Williams,

The City of Rolling Hills Estates has monitored the proposal to install stadium lighting at Palos
Verdes Peninsula High School which is located in the City of Rolling Hills Estates. On August
10, 2010, the City Council of the City of Rolling Hills Estates discussed process issues related to
the proposal at a public meeting. The following summarizes the City's position on the
processing of the proposal.

It is understood at this time that the Palos Verdes Peninsula Unified School District Board is
undecided regarding whether a categorical or statutory exemption will be utilized pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The City of Rolling Hills Estates strongly believes
that a CEQA exemption would not be appropriate for the project considering its potential to
cause adverse environmental impacts and clear concern from the surrounding community.
Therefore, the City urges that an Initial Study be conducted identifying all potential impacts of
the proposed project, that the appropriate environmental document be completed ensuring
ample opportunity for public comment, and that all environmental impacts be mitigated.
Environmental issues that should be addressed include, but are not limited to, public safety,
light and glare, traffic, parking, and noise.

It is further understood that the Board has not made a determination regarding whether it will
avail itself of an exemption from city zoning requirements pursuant to Section 53094(b) of the
California Government Code. The professional Planning staff at the City of Rolling Hills Estates
is willing and available to process the stadium lighting proposal. If the proposal is submitted to
the City for zoning review, it would require, at a minimum, processing of a Special Use Permit
for light pole height and lighting intensity that exceed the maximum permitted in the Rolling Hills
Estates Municipal Code. It is incumbent upon the reviewing agency, whether the City or Board,
to fairly consider all issues and environmental impacts related to the proposal. While the Board
is foremost concerned with providing a quality education and opportunities for all students, the
City trusts that the Board would consider impacts to the broader community when rendering a
decision if the zoning exemption is utilized.



Finally, it has been stated by the Stadium Lights Steering Committee that off-street overflow
parking for stadium events could be accommodated at the Peninsula Shopping Center in the
City of Rolling Hills Estates. The Peninsula Shopping Center is governed by the Rolling Hills
Estates Municipal Code which requires that adequate parking be provided for center tenants.
Accordingly, any proposal for parking areas of the Peninsula Shopping Center to be utilized for
uses other than center tenants would need to be reviewed and approved by the City.
Opportunities may exist for parking areas to be shared between center tenants and other uses if
it can be demonstrated that parking for center tenants would not be adversely impacted.

The City appreciates the Board's consideration of the issues identified in this letter and is certain
that the review process for the stadium lighting proposal will be conducted with the utmost
transparency and attention to all community concerns.

Please feel free to contact City Manager Doug Prichard at (310) 377-1577, extension 101 or
Planning Director David Wahba at (310) 377-1577, extension 103 if you have any questions or
comments.
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cc: Mayor Pro Tem Steven Zuckerman
Councilmember Judith Mitchell
Councilmember Susan Seamans
Councilmember Frank Zerunyan
City of Rancho Palos Verdes City Council
City of Rolling Hills City Council
City of Palos Verdes Estates City Council




